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content CORRECTION 


In last issue's article titled "The Ann Arbor rental market is a pretty scary place," it 
was stated that landlords can't require you to resign a lease until 150 days have passed 
of a lease. Instead it should have read, "In 2021, City Council amended the Early Leas- 
ing Ordinance so that landlords cannot require tenants to sign leases before 150 days 
remain on the lease." For a year-long lease, this is about 7 months into the leasing 
period. If you have any questions, please email renterscommission@a2gov.org 
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Groundcover News, a 501(c)(3) 
organization, was founded in April 
2010 as a means to empower low- 
income persons to make the 
transitions from homeless to housed, 
and from jobless to employed. 

Vendors purchase each copy of our 
regular editions of Groundcover 
News at our office for 50 cents. This 
money goes towards production 
costs. Vendors work selling the paper 
on the street for $2, keeping all 
income and tips from each sale. 

Street papers like Groundcover 
News exist in cities all over the United 
States, as well as in more than 40 
other countries, in an effort to raise 
awareness of the plight of homeless 
people and combat the increase in 
poverty. Our paper is a proud member 
of the International Network of Street 
Papers. 
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vendor No. 128 


In one sentence, who are you? 
I try to be an understanding 
person. 


Where do you usually sell 
Groundcover News? Every- 
where, but more recently, Bobcat 
Bonnie’s on Michigan Ave. 


What is your favorite thing to 
do inYpsilanti? Talk to people. 


Why did you start selling 
Groundcover? 

| believe it was just my niche in 
life. Life recruited me. 


What words do you live by? 
Forgive while you are still here. 
Lack of forgiveness is a psycho- 
logical disorder. 


Whatare you most likely to be 
famous for? Communicating well 
with people. Or bank robbery ... 
just joking! 


What's the best way to start 
the day? Saying “good morning.” 


What is a small thing that 
makes your day better? A nice, 
cold Faygo. Orange flavor. 


What would be the first thing 
you did if you won the lottery? 
Shop for joy! 


If you had to eat one meal for 
the rest of your life, what would 
it be? A nice chef's salad with 
ranch and thousand island 
dressing. 


What change would you like to 
see in Washtenaw County? | 
would like to see Washtenaw 
County recognize mental health 
more. That it is a real situation. 
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What the street took 


To my Sisters and Brothers of the 
street ... I write this directly to you 
and about Us — who carry an 
experienced awareness ofa reality 
that we all share. 

Our conversation is meant to be 
heard by all, so to educate and 
create awareness in other human 
beings who care. 

We lose all our monetary posses- 
sions, getting shoved to the street, 
but the struggle is in what of Us we 
leave on the street that we may 
never recover and the pain carried 
from losing an irreplaceable part 
of Us. For me, it was my most loved 
and trusted companion Kona, and 
the peace of mind from believing 
the system would take the neces- 
sary action. The story is so sadly 
common — unscrupulous land- 
lords and a landlord-biased system. 

Many landlords/apartment man- 
agers of low income housing are 
nothing more than criminals riding 
the “river of bias” streaming 
through our authoritative system. 
Really, you're forever one foot out 
the door, often ending up in a 
homelessness carousel. This cre- 
ates an insecurity that is painfully 
and possibly permanently burnt 
into a consciousness that may 
struggle with recovering from a 
previous ignorance of insecurity. 

So many people who have not 
had this experience do not realize 
they are just one step away from 
“one step beyond.’ 

So, how did we get here/there 
from here/there? What did we (Us) 
lose of ourselves, how do we lose it 
and is there a way back, emotion- 
ally? How were you put on the 
street(s)? I can only imagine the 
countless — possibly close to 
infinite — ways. Each tragic story is 
so specific to each special human 
being. I say “special human being” 
because that human being got 
knocked down, taken out, and now 
you see that “special human being” 
trudging with a backpack or shov- 
ing a cart ... you’re witnessing 
somebody of great courage 
attempting to get the f*** back up! 
We all need to respectfully ask that 
person their story. 

We all have something to learn 
from everybody, especially the 
homeless who show the greatest 
strength and courage, fighting a 
seemingly endless battle. Their 
story might help save your life or 
somebody's that you love. This 
battle starts day one and you soon 
realize the system is completely 
inadequate; therefore it’s a seem- 
ingly unwinnable battle. But you're 
watching a human being who 
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knows how you're looking at them 
but fights on. I have seen this fight 
clearly since I was young, all over 
the world. 

There is an endless list of tragic 
ways in which some of our hearts 
were taken from us. 

How do “Homers” (the housed 
unaware) cope and grieve? Attend 
funerals, Shivas, consoling pot- 
lucks at home, vacations from work 
and more. Ask Homers how hard it 
was to cope ... then ask how they 
would have done it if they have to 
shove all that pain deep down, 
hold their head up and drive on 
into the wind — work it to get it 
(food, heat, sleep, transportation, 
safety) or just give up and die! 

The homeless can and do come 
from various economic stations. 
Intelligence, education, or original 
status does not make you impervi- 
ous to a “slip and fall” to the street. 

Some of our Ann Arbor homeless 
people have several jobs and are 
still unable to obtain permanent 
housing. Many of Us also volunteer, 
support other homeless people in 
need and contribute actively to our 
community. Many homeless 
people are cognizant and ultra- 
aware of politics in order to just 
navigate a dysfunctional system. 
We (Us) have to be more informed 
and aware than others in order to 
be consistently facilitating a far 
more complex way of survival. 

Homers base their assumptions 
on a preconceived bias, based 
solely on appearance. 

These misconceptions support 
the system, pigeonholing us into a 
convenient place on their game 
board. Then we become pliable to 
the machine merely to become fuel 
for their fodder. You are now what- 
ever they want you to be — your life 
becomes a loose kite with them 
carelessly holding the string. 

You hope for grace, but that's 
spread far and thin these days. So 
you reach for a belief/faith or 
maybe some luck from the cosmos. 
In the end it relies on HOPE. 

Hope is the edge of the cliff. To all 


So many people 
who have not had 
this experience do 
not realize they are 
just one step away 
from ‘one step 
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of you on the streets, from the 
street, or on the way to the street — 
hold on, don’t let go — don't give 
up that hope, that's yours. Keep it 
safe and nourished. Don't let it go. 
Believe it or not there are other 
human beings who will love and 
care about you but, it might take 
awhile for someone to see you for 
who you truly are, a special person 
that needs some help and under- 
standing — empathy, love. Every- 
one of us is a beautiful human 
being who just needs some level of 
help — getting it right. It's a com- 
fortable release for the ignorant to 
quickly judge instead of caring with 
any empathy. Yes, it’s an effort. 
Anything worthwhile is, like an 
investment. Do not give up hope, 
ever! 

After putting some real time in on 
the street you start to lose faith in 
this system; it wears you down with 
poorly placed protocols, incompe- 
tence and just plain inaction ... 
sometimes purposeful. We (Us) 
know of this, and several of Us have 
experienced this firsthand — some 
more than others, usually due to 
prejudice. 

This just beats you down, and 
some politicians are counting on 
that. It’s all figured into the design 
of the bills they write. This practice 
includes all Washington politi- 
cians, from one end of the spec- 
trum to the other, even the ones 
that throw Us an occasional crumb. 
This is something Homers aren’t 
told but many of Us experience 
directly. And, in the same way they 
suppress minority rights, they then 
turn Us against each other to divide 
and conquer. Remember who is at 
the keyboard that are the switches 
of your destiny — life! Oh! Don’t 
forget social media — they’ve mas- 
tered it to their own, eventual 
self-destruction. They’ll try to 
shove you so far into the corner 
that you start dropping diamonds. 
This is something I experienced, 
and am still experiencing. If we 
(Us) try to help or inform others, 
Uncle Sam comes down on Us with 
no mercy, with “Maxwell’s Silver 
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Drum circle from the Dance for Mother Earth Powwow in 2018. Images obtained from the U-M Powwow website. 


49th Annual Dance for Mother Earth Powwow is 
March 25-26, 2023 


When you know who you are; when 
your mission is clear and you burn with 
the inner fire of unbreakable will; no 
cold can touch your heart; no deluge 
can dampen your purpose. You know 
that you are alive! 

— Chief Seattle, Duwamish 
(1780-1866) 


The 49th Annual Dance for Mother 
Earth Powwow, co-sponsored by the 
University of Michigan Office of Aca- 
demic Multicultural Initiatives and 
the U-M Native American Student 
Association, will be held on March 
25-26 at Skyline High School in Ann 
Arbor. The powwowis a celebration of 
American Indian culture. The annual 
event is one of the largest student-run 
powwows in the country, bringing 
together over 1,000 Native American 
singers, dancers and artists from 
across North America. 

“People from diverse indigenous 
nations gather for the purpose of 
dancing, singing and honoring the 
traditions of their ancestors,” accord- 
ing to ethnomusicologist Tara 
Browner. The ritual likely originated 
from one of the Algonquian nations 
known as the Northeast Indians. In 
the past, individual tribes would 
gather and celebrate by themselves. 
Today, powwow is intertribal and 
inclusive. 

The contemporary powwow is a 
fusion of different tribal traditions. 
“The songs and dances performed at 
2l1st-century powwows derive pri- 
marily from those practiced by the 
warrior societies of the Plains Indi- 
ans,” Browner said, “with the greatest 
influences coming from the Heluska 
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Warrior Society styles common to the 
Omaha and Ponca peoples.” 


Powwow in Washtenaw 
County 


In 1972, a small group of faculty, 
staff and graduate students at the 
University of Michigan initiated the 
powwow event in Ann Arbor. An ener- 
getic group of undergraduates, the 
Native American Student Association, 
took charge of planning and publicity 
for the annual event in 1976. 

The powwow continues to get bigger 
and better each year. Local powwows 
have been held at Huron High School, 
the Michigan League, the Michigan 
Union, Cleary College of Ypsilanti, 
Pioneer High School, Chrisler Arena 
and Saline Middle School. In 2017, 
with the help of Eastern Michigan 
University’s Native American Student 
Organization, U-M started to hold the 
powwow at Skyline High School. 


Land gift to U-M 


The University of Michigan is tied to 


Native Americans in its origin, history, 
growth and success. The annual 
powwow event is in line with U-M’s 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion mis- 
sion, which aims to “work to create a 
university community that reflects the 
vast, rich heterogeneity of the state 
and the broader society.’ 

On Sept. 29, 1817, the Treaty of Fort 
Meigs was signed between Michigan’s 
territorial governor, Lewis Cass, and 
the native tribes of Ojibwe (Chip- 
pewa), Odawa (Ottawa), and Bode- 
wadimi (Potawatomi). These tribes 
resided in Michigan’s Lower Peninsula 
at the time of Fort Meigs’ Treaty. 

A remarkable unraveling in the 
treaty of 1817 is summarized by the 
following statement: “In the treaty 
process, Gov. Cass persuaded the 
Natives to cede 3,840 acres of land, half 
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of which was earmarked for St. Anne’s 
Church, and half for ‘a college of 
Detroit’ in which the natives would be 
eligible to enroll.” 

After the treaty was finalized, Judge 
Augustus Woodward, the Rev. Gabriel 
Richard and the Rev. John Monteith 
drafted legislation that founded the 
University of Michigan in Detroit 
under the name Catholepistemiad on 
Aug. 26, 1817. 

The university moved from Detroit 
to Ann Arbor in 1837. The land gift to 
U-M by the tribes was sold and the 
income investment became the foun- 
dation of U-M’s endowment. 

Groundcover News will be tabling at 
this year’s powwow! Come by to expe- 
rience and embrace Native American 
culture in Southeast Michigan through 
song, dance, cuisine and more! 
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Ozone House: a sanctuary for 
struggling youth in Washtenaw 


Ozone House is a non-profit orga- 
nization based in Ann Arbor that 
opened its doors in 1969 due to the 
growing number of runaway youth 
migrating to Washtenaw County. 
Today, they are the only agency in 
Washtenaw County that provides 
free, confidential, and voluntary shel- 
ter and support services to runaway, 
homeless, and high-risk youth ages 
10 to 20 and their families. 

The mission of Ozone House is to 
“thelp] young people lead safe, 
responsible, and healthy lives 
through intensive intervention and 
prevention services.” 

The organization consistently pro- 
vides non-judgemental support and 
safety for youth in crisis through var- 
ious programs including emergency 
services, counseling, drop-in hours, 
housing, job training and 
transportation. 

Ozone House offers free counseling 
and case management services to 
provide youth a safe space to talk 
about any issues at home that may be 
affecting their mental well-being. 
Licensed social workers are available 
to provide crisis intervention and 
individual or family therapy as well. 

Similarly, Ozone hosts meals and 
drop-in hours throughout the week, 
inviting 13 to 20-year-olds the oppor- 
tunity to relax in a controlled space, 
eat a hot meal, take a shower or even 
just talk to a peer in a safe 
environment. 

Shelter is one of the main resources 
that Ozone House provides to youth 
in the community and there are three 
different types: SafeStay, Transitional 
Living, and Supported Opportunities 
for Living on Your Own. 

SafeStay offers emergency shelter 
where those in need can participate 
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in individual and family therapy, 
group therapy, life skills workshops, 
educational support and safe recre- 
ational activities. This resource is for 
youth ages 10 to 17 who need an 
escape from their situation at home 
or a safe place to stay, whether over- 
night or only a few hours. 

Transitional Living, called Miller 
House, is open to 18-to-22-year-olds 
who do not have a safe or stable 
home. Residents can stay for up to 18 
months, giving them time to get back 
on their feet. Residents must go to 
school or have a job and participate 
in case management, life skills train- 
ing, counseling and paying “rent” 
that goes into a savings account for 
later use. Miller House sets their res- 
idents up for success by teaching 
them the skills they need to regain 
stability in their lives. 

Supported Opportunities for Living 
on your Own, or SOLO, offers sup- 
portive housing for youth 18 to 21 
with disabilities. 

Job and leadership training is 
another resource that Ozone House 
offers to struggling youth in the com- 
munity in the form of WorkZone. 
WorkZone is an employment training 
and paid internship program that 


prepares homeless or at-risk youth 
for their first job. Tim, an 18-year-old 
who participated in this program, 
“put his customer service skills to use 
at McDonald’s, where he has worked 
for several years.” The program helps 
with resume building, interview 
skills, and ultimately concludes with 
a 100-hour paid internship. This pro- 
gram has helped numerous young 
adults find stability in a career and 
build a new life for themselves. 

Ozone House also provides trans- 
portation for those in need, partner- 
ing with the Ann Arbor Transportation 
Authority, or The Ride. This is a not- 
for-profit local organization that 
helps youth get a ride to their school 
if their living situation is unstable or 
provide reduced fare cards so they 
can get to school and work. Afford- 
able or free transportation is 
extremely important for those seek- 
ing help from Ozone House. 

Since moving to their new location 
at 1600 N. Huron River Drive, Ozone 
House has upgraded their maximum 
capacity and can currently hold 25 
youth per night. They are always 
looking for volunteers and for the 
community to get involved in their 
cause, specifically for the crisis line, 
to listen and provide critical informa- 
tion to those in need. They also accept 
donated goods. They encourage vol- 
unteers to help advocate for public 
policies that improve the lives of 
young people or invite Ozone House 
staffand young people to share about 
key issues. 

Ozone House is an extremely 
important resource within the Wash- 
tenaw County community that pro- 
vides help to youth experiencing 
homelessness and instability. 


What's 
Happening 
at the Ann 
Arbor 
District 
Library & 


Open 10am-8pm Daily 

Hang out in any of our five 
locations across town, browsing 
books, magazines, newspapers, 
and more, or check out movies, 
CDs, art prints, musical 
instruments, and science tools— 
you name it! Study and meeting 
rooms, fast and free WiFi, and 
plenty of places to sit and hang out. 


Databases at AADL 

Did you know all AADL library 
card holders have access to 
databases? You can search 
consumer reports, genealogy, 
and much more! Visit AADL.org/ 
collections/databases 


AADL Shelf Service 

Place your request with our Shelf 
Service and let AADL know the 
types of things you're looking 
for. AADL staff will fill a bag with 
items we think you'll like! 

For more information visit 
AADL.org/shelfservice 


FEATURED EVENT 


FoolMoon 


Friday, April 7 ¢ 7-l0pm 
Kerrytown 


FoolMoon is back with light-filled 
art and creative experiences in the 
Kerrytown district. Dress up, light 
the luminaries, celebrate, spread 
smiles, and share some love with 
A2 local businesses! This year’s 
theme—U.F.0O.s (Unidentified 
Foolish Objects)—brings arts 

+ lights + wonder! 

FoolMoon is in 
partnership with “5 
Assembli. 

All the details 
can be found at 
AADL.org/fool 
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Thursdays at Ozone by Saif Sarab 


St. Francis of Assisi Parish 
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Come Worship With Us! 


Mass Schedule 
Saturday 5 pm (English) & 7 pM (Spanish) 
Sunday 8:30 am, 10:30 am, 
12:30 pm, 5 pm 


2250 East Stadium Blvd, Ann Arbor 
wen. StPrancisA2.cam 734-821-2100 
Holy Thursday, Mass of the Lord’s Supper: April 6th 7pm; 
Good Friday: April 7th Stations of the Cross 12pm; Veneration 
of the Cross 1:30pm 
Easter Vigil: April 8th, 8:00pm 
Easter Sunday: April 9th, 8:30am, 10:30am, 12:30pm; 
2:30pm Spanish Mass (no 5pm evening Mass) 
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Left: State of Mind by Christopher Stark. Middle: A tribute to Norman Rockwell, Self-Portrait by Robert Tate. Right: Don't Wait Until Too Late 
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by Jeffery Hoaglin. Below: Hopelessness by VAN. 


U-M opens the 27th annual Exhibition of Arts in 
Michigan Prisons 


AARON JAMES 
PCAP 


Three hundred and sixty unique art- 
ists inside 25 Michigan prisons are 
collaborating with the University of 
Michigan’s Prison Creative Arts Proj- 
ect, to showcase 645 pieces of art 
including paintings, three-dimen- 
sional creations and drawings. The 
27th Annual Exhibition of Artists in 
Michigan Prisons runs March 21 
through April 5 at the Duderstadt 
Center Gallery. This exposition is the 
world’s largest display of its kind, 
where underground art meets aca- 
demic exhibition. 

A community of often unheard art- 
ists partnering with U-M facilitators 
and curators radically form what late 
PCAP founder and English professor 
Buzz Alexander called “our bridge.” 

Prices of art vary greatly and each 
artist receives their full asking price if 
their work sells. This reinforces that 
their artis an “extension of someone.” 
Emily Chase, art therapist and PCAP’s 
Arts Programming Coordinator said. 
Chase believes “art expresses some- 
thing subjective about experience 
that quantitative research cannot.’ 

Chase describes feelings of polar- 
ization on selection trips inside pris- 
ons meeting artists. “I feel joy in 
connection while my heart is break- 
ing,” she said. “Mutual change hap- 
pens through that connection.” 

Master of Social Work student Sarah 
Hebert-Johnson shared that engaging 


with incarcerated artists “challenges 
the dominant narrative of 
punishment.” 

“The deep conversations with tal- 
ented people make me rethink soci- 
ety,’ she said. 

For some, like artist BEE, this 
rethinking reminds society that, 
“Some people are already in prison, 
and they will never step a foot inside 
a prison.’ He said this about his juxta- 
position-themed painting, State of 
Mind. 

After her first selection trip inside, 
such liberation awareness encour- 
aged undergraduate student Suzy 
Moffat to add Art and Design to her 
Anthropology major. She’s been on 13 
eye-opening trips to correctional 
facilities this year. “My thinking has 
become less cut and dry, more under- 
standing and empathetic,’ Muffat 
said. “Artis already a medium for that. 
Without going in and talking [to the 
artists], I don’t think I would have 
added Art and Design.” 

PCAP Community Engagement 
Specialist Sarah Unrath has worked 
directly with artists both presently 
and formerly in prison. 

“It gives me goosebumps walking in 
the gallery, that precious arena that 
exudes the whole gamut of emotions 
of what it means to be human,’ Unrath 
said. 

Unrath calls PCAP interactions 
authentic. “It’s something you just 
can’t shake. Whether that’s through 
revelations that happen during 


Hopelessness 


workshops and undergraduate 
courses, the powerful experiences of 
art selection trips, or the radical com- 
munity of Linkage, PCAP seeps into 
the fibers of your being and changes 
the way you do life.” 

The exhibition is presented with 
support from the Michigan Arts and 
Culture Council. It’s held at the Dud- 
erstadt Gallery, 2281 Bonisteel Blvd. 
on U-M’s North Campus in Ann Arbor. 

The eclectic Opening Celebration 


L 


and reception kicks off on March 21 
at 5 p.m., with the Ceremony starting 
at 6:30 p.m. in the Duderstadt Base- 
ment. It features speakers from U-M, 
the Michigan Department of Correc- 
tions, artists from previous exhibi- 
tions, and exhibition co-founder, 
Janie Paul. Early releases of Paul’s 
new book about the exhibit, "Making 
Art in Prison: Survival and Resis- 
tance," will be available on opening 
night. 
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Hammer.” 

Still, we need to give credit where it 
is due — the social workers that are 
doing the work on and off the streets, 
who tirelessly are at homeless encamp- 
ments trying day in and out to save 
lives, with very little appropriate sup- 
port from the system that assigned 
them. And there needs to be a special 
awareness to the Washtenaw General 
Defense Committee and Washtenaw 
Camp Outreach, tirelessly and fear- 
lessly being there for the desperate 
homeless. There are many other 
involved entities, including Mission, 
Solidarity House, Mercy House, Purple 
House, Peace House, Hamilton House, 
the Ypsi Freighthouse and other 
warming centers, and the Hope Clinic 
(especially Heather) and so many 
others I’m not fully aware of. Many 
selfless individuals dedicate them- 
selves when the system just works to 
keep you in the corner. They all, in 
some part/manner, have assisted in a 
step back up for me... although unfor- 
tunately too late for my faithful Kona. 

Here’s how I’m trying to get hold of 
that kite string: face them directly, 
unflinchingly, never ever even consid- 
ering defeat. You have never lost until 
you’ve given up. Ken Parks has 


constantly been enlightening me with, 
“Breathe in, breathe out and do some 
good today.” 

All of Us owe a great deal of respect 
and gratitude to Ken Parks for standing 
strong on the front lines decade after 
decade. The powers that be must be 
saying, “Howis this man still here, still 
fighting for them?” I have great appre- 
ciation for the loving grace of Ken for 
grabbing me by the cuff when I might 
have been going under, for Christie 
Blais’s (of PATH) diligence, patience, 
and kindness, and for Lindsay Calka 
(Groundcover News publisher and 
friend) who encouraged me to finally 
use the pen. 

I thought I was going to be writing 
about Kona first, or how we got here 
— but, out there...they’re all me, we 
are, all going through the same s*** — 
we are all One — unforgettably feeling 
pain shoved deep, haunting every 
homeless step. But, everybody who 
works with or at Groundcover News is 
dedicated to a better world in which 
we love, accept and support. Ground- 
cover vendors are the brothers and sis- 
ters that immediately opened the 
family door without hesitation or judg- 
ment. Their shoulders are keeping me 
up now. They know I'm/we are here 
because we've been knocked down, 


and inevitably have seen a lot a s*** — 
and are ready to get back up and get it 
right. 

This is the rest of the family that has 
the love, skill, and/or determination to 
be there and raise Us up; advertisers, 
volunteers, editors, publishers, spon- 
sors (Argus's for kindly and support- 
ively allowing me/us to sell papers 
there). This is the Ann Arbor Ground- 
cover family! — or one of our approx- 
imately 100 integrated street papers 
worldwide that are dedicated to those 
of us following closely behind... 


May Grace be to OUR Streets 
Markona Love 


Author's note: This piece is dedicated 
to KONA (bird pictured right in byline 
photo). 

Kona gave me the life I was destined 
for — against All odds from her many 
great sacrifices — ultimately Her Life. 
She is the Love of MY Life ... Kona 
showed me that every sentient being 
feels love and pain. Knowing this is a 
heavy burden in life but, the journey 
was unimaginably joyful. I literally 
cried from overwhelming pure joy 
countless times; I had never known that 
it was possible to see life flushed in such 
brilliant colors, like nothing I could 


have ever dreamed or imagined — con- 
stantly checking “how can this be pos- 
sible, to be in such a state of bliss, 
naturally?” With Kona anything was 
possible. 

Then, Kona was gone —- I was 
washed into a grey sea that I will for- 
ever tread to keep a memory of an 
impossible dream. 

Kona was and Always Will Be 

‘My Conduit to the Cosmos’ 


P.S. The political extremists have dug 
in deep and entrenched in our system 
and have slandered and discredited me 
and everything else under the sky, just 
shy of shooting me in the head to keep 
me silent. So, might as well just “on my 
own ... here we go.” Write and Speak! 
"Stay Tuned To This Bat Channel" to see 
if I’m still blinking, when this comes to 
print. It is your time to get aware and 
step the f*** up! No, not for me. I’m just 
a speck in the dust that covers all the 
mistruths. Let’s start by getting back to 
the Ann Arbor you thought you never 
lost. Talk is cheap. Change always takes 
work and sacrifice. 

May we all one day see each other! 


LIHWAP , 


The Low-Income Household 
Water Assistance Program 
(LIHWAP) is an emergency 
program to help residents pay 
outstanding water bills. 


8 of Household 
Members 


Income Limit 
Annual 


6 SSI/SER 


150% Federal Poverty Chart 


$45,000 


Qualify with: 
@ SNAP or Food Assistance 


6 150% of the poverty limit 


DO YOU HAVE PAST DUE WATER BILLS? 
LIHWAP CAN HELP. 


RECEIVE UP TO $1,500 TOWARD YOUR PAST 
DUE WATER BILL OR RECONNECTION 


Participating Providers 


City of Ann Arbor 
Augusta Twp. 
City of Dexter 

City of Milan 
City of Saline 
Superior TWP. 
Sylvan Twp. 


Village of Manchester 


Four provider 
with LHe 


Yesilanti (YCUA) 


FPSLAGT BaD Fi 


Co quality tov 


WW orig] ! LIH WAP 
shtenaw.org 
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Sudoku ok ky 


Fillin the squares so that each row, column, and 
S-by-3 box contain the numbers 1 through 8. 


Groundcover Vendor Code 


While Groundcover is a non-profit, 
and paper vendors are self-em- 
ployed contractors, we still have 
expectations of how vendors should 
conduct themselves while selling 
and representing the paper. 


The following is our Vendor Code 
of Conduct, which every vendor 
reads and signs before receiving a 
badge and papers. We request that 
if you discover a vendor violating any 
tenets of the Code, please contact 
us and provide as many details as 
possible. Our paper and our vendors 
should be positively impacting our 
County. 

¢ Groundcover will be distributed 
for a voluntary donation. | agree not 
to ask for more than the cover price 
or solicit donations by any other 
means. 

¢ When selling Groundcover, | will 
always have the current biweekly 
issue of Groundcover available for 
customer purchase. 

¢ | agree not to sell additional 
goods or products when selling the 
paper or to panhandle, including 
panhandling with only one paper or 
selling past monthly issues. 

¢ | will wear and display my badge 
when selling papers and refrain 
from wearing it or other Ground- 
cover gear when engaged in other 
activities. 

¢ | will only purchase the paper 
from Groundcover Staff and will not 
sell to or buy papers from other 


Groundcover vendors, especially 
vendors who have been suspended 
or terminated. 

¢ | agree to treat all customers, 
staff, and other vendors respect- 
fully. | will not “hard sell,” threaten, 
harass or pressure customers, staff, 
or other vendors verbally or 
physically. 

* | will not sell Groundcover under 
the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

¢ | understand that 1am nota legal 
employee of Groundcover but a con- 
tracted worker responsible for my 
own well-being and income. 

¢ | understand that my badge is 
property of Groundcover and will not 
deface it. | will present my badge 
when purchasing the papers. 

* | agree to stay off private prop- 
erty when selling Groundcover. 

¢* | understand to refrain from 
selling on public buses, federal 
property or stores unless there is 
permission from the owner. 

¢ |lagreeto stay at least one block 
away from another vendor in down- 
town areas. | will also abide by the 
Vendor Corner Policy. 

¢ | understand that Groundcover 
strives to be a paper that covers 
topics of homelessness and poverty 
while providing sources of income 
for the homeless. | will try to help in 
this effort and spread the word. 


If you would like to report a violation 
of the Vendor Code please email 
contact@groundcovernews.com or 
fill out the contact form on our 
website. 
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The Name of the Game 
: Ap uS corm by Tracy Bennet and Victor Fleming 


ACKOSS 


1 Sound of a hard landing 
Get cl!” 
18 Pratected 
14 Weed with jump or skip 
15 Cie verbatim 
1 Hice spot in “Hamel and Corencl” 
17 Beauty beand with a Maple Village 


iors 
18 “Como esta 
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BY Court with fiwers and love songs, 
perhaps 

4) Seoop 

54 Limeloght stealer 
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61 Jet back pemaone 

63 Sport coplay office 

GS Helper ca the Hill 

Peds to self 

GT Spats kin 

68 Game whose orginal sin weapons 
are found in this puxzle 
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( Points on a crescent mom 
T Mechanical amoricatics: 
® Patronized Ampelo's, ay 
8 Noble mame in old Florence 
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13 Finale 
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Bethlehem United Church of Christ 


whoever you ore, ond wherever you ore on fife’s journey, you ore welcome here 
423 5. Fourth Avenue, Ann Arbor, MIaai04 734-665-6149 
Bethlehem-weoc.org fi facebook.com/ bethlehemuccaz 


Bethlehem Church is home of the Grovadcover office 


APRIL 2023 EVENTS AT BETHLEHEM 
April 2 = Palm Sunday Service 10:00 am 

April ? — Good Friday Services @ 12:00 pm & 7:30 pm 
April 9 — Easter Sunday Service 10:00 am 


Please visit the church website at: bethlehem-ucc.org far the most up- 


to-date calendar and event information. 
ah aden oe Maa Tir, 


Sunday Worship Time 


10:00 am In-person 
and via Live Stream and 


Ht 
* Bo a. 4 ee 
We Einited ehure™ 


Radio Broadcast 
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The women of Groundcover News 


LIT KURTZ 
Groundcover vendor No. 159 


Only a select group of people will ever 
understand life without mainstream 
housing. Even a smaller group will 
appreciate what it is like to bea woman 
facing this struggle. 

Women have special challenges on 
the street. From the teen who has been 
abandoned by parents or freshly aged 
out of foster care to the elderly woman 
with no family, there are challenges and 
vulnerabilities that are unique to being 
a woman. 

In a 2017 article, former Groundcover 
Human Service Director Laurie 
Wetcher noted that families make up 
half of the unhoused population and 
that, of those families, 90% are headed 
by single women. These women's life- 
styles will invariably have an impact on 
future generations. 

The women of Groundcover News 
and street papers around the world 


know the struggles all too well. Yet 
despite obstacles or because of them, 
we are among those who have defied 
the odds and changed our circum- 
stances through the entrepreneurship 
model this publication offers. 

The women of Groundcover make up 
a small percentage of vendors; pres- 
ently only a third of active Groundcover 
vendors are women. We are women 
who are small businesses with tax- 
paying responsibilities. We are the ones 
who face all weather conditions and 
frequent societal hostilities and rejec- 
tions while remaining steadfast in 
improving ourselves in this entrepre- 
neurial endeavor. 

We are women from different ethnic 
backgrounds, varied age groups, differ- 
ent races and classes all working on a 
common goal. The noticeable differ- 
ences of the larger world are obscured 
as we fight for survival and to share the 
common message of the plight of the 
unhoused. Although we are from 


different walks of life, our shared strug- 
gles unite us into a sisterhood that is 
undeniably our own. 

Yet well into the 21st century we face 
the struggle that many women have 
faced throughout American history — 
lack of inclusion. There seems to be no 
accomplishment worthy ofrecognition 
by our housed peers. 

For example, Kung Fu Panda is not 
only an artist who has faced housing 
insecurity, she is an artist in her own 
right with her own style. However, she 
is not presentin the art galleries around 
our city. La Shawn Courtwright pub- 
lished a book of poems. Felicia Wilbert 
is published as well. Yet even during 
Women’s History Month these ladies’ 
works are not sought out and featured 
in any of the displays featuring wom- 
en's accomplishments. 

As a woman, I myself am proud to 
have been the first vendor nominated 
in 2016 for the Best Vendor Contribu- 
tion Category at the International Street 


What happened to the middle class? 


Paper Conference in Greece where I 
was one of the top five finalists. And yes, 
I plan to join the list of other women 
vendors from Groundcover who have 
published a book. 

Still, the glaring omission of 
unhoused women remains an anach- 
ronism in a world and community who 
feel they have “dotted all i’s and crossed 
allt’s” when it comes to equity and fair- 
ness for everyone. 

Increasingly, though, we are a force 
that is becoming more and more diffi- 
cult to ignore. So, this Women’s History 
Month Icelebrate myself and allwomen 
of Groundcover News and of street 
papers around the world. I hope you 
will join in this Women’s History Month 
to show your appreciation and help to 
celebrate us too. 

Besides selling Groundcover News, I 
am a writer, blogger, and am becoming 
a social media influencer. You can find 
out more about my activities at http:// 


litspage.com 


Once upon a time, not long ago, 
people liked to chill and live life 
slow. “Leave it to Beaver,’ the 
family show in the 1960s and 70s 
was the poster family of the Amer- 
ican middle class. 

I was raised in a middle class 
household. During this time 
period in American history the 
economy and the middle class was 
thriving. From the time I was a 
child to this very moment is like 
night and day, so much so it can 
make you lose faith in capitalism. 

Capitalism is an economic and 
political system in which a coun- 
try's trade and industry are con- 
trolled by a few private owners for 
profit, rather than by the state. The 
essential feature of capitalism is 
the motive to make a profit. 


MIKE JONES 
Groundcover vendor No. 113 


Middle class families’ jobs have 
been exported overseas to various 
different parts of the globe. That’s 
why people like myself no longer 
live in a middle class neighbor- 
hood. Car companies like Ford, 
GM and Chrysler, along with other 


jobs that used to sustain the 
middle class, are gone. 

Inflation is the rate of increase 
in prices over a given period of 
time. Everything has gone up 
besides our paychecks. 

Recession is part of the busi- 
ness cycle when things are not 
going well, resulting in things like 
high unemployment. 

There is a saying, “the rich get 
richer and the poor get poorer.” 
Unfortunately, all of this is by 
design, through big government, 

Wall Street bankers, and more. 

A lot of people who are still in 
the middle class find themselves 
in a struggle to remain there, often 
having a hard time making ends 
meet. 


ARE YOU A PHOTOGRAPHER 
LOOKING TO GIVE BACK 10 YOUR COMMUNITY? 


anything from assignment-based images (for publication in the newspaper) or pho- 
tography at Groundcover News events (for use on social media and Groundcover 
communications). If you have lived experience with homelessness there may be 
paid opportunities. Email contact@groundcovernews.com to learn more and 
sign-up for our list-serv. 


e 
e 
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e 
e 
e 
Join the Groundcover News crew of volunteer photographers! Commitment can be . 
e 
e 
e 
e 
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At Cinnahotic, we believe everyone has the power | 

Io make a posites change in the workd—= tor our I 
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WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH 
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THE WOMEN OF GROUNDCOVER 


LIT KURTZ #159 is a writer, blog- 
ger, and social media influencer. 
She became associated with 
Groundcover as a result of being 
one of 4,000 teachers laid off inthe 
school district that she worked. 


Since joining the organization, Lit 
has represented Groundcover on 
the international stage at the 
INSP conference, being the first 
vendor from Groundcover to be a 
finalist in the Best Vendor Contri- 
bution competition. As a former 
teacher, she is passionate about 
helping youth who are experienc- 
ing housing instability. 


Recently, she has organized and led 
a homeless advocacy workshop at 
the Ypsilanti District Library to get 
community members more aware 
of, and more involved in, the home- 
lessness crisis. 


CINDY "KUNG FU PANDA" 
GERE #279 is a happy-go-lucky 
creative artist, warm greeter of 
Ann Arbor and Grouncover vendor 
who sells at the Sweetwaters 
Cafe on Washington Street in 
downtown A2. Cindy writes a 
column for the newspaper where 
she interviews low income and 
homeless artists in the Ann Arbor 
and Ypsi area. Her work is on dis- 
play at the Groundcover News 
office in addition to Journey of 
Faith Church’s Art on a Journey 
gallery. 


BEVERLY BOSS #583 started 
selling Groundcover last year and 
has found success as an outgo- 
ing, independent saleswoman! 
She grew up in Ann Arbor and 
Ypsilanti. 


=, i 


AMANDA GALE #577 's life is 
about worshipping Jesus, thriving 
in life for Him, for herself and for 
those she loves. She works for a 
local retailer, sells Groundcover 
and volunteers for various worthy 
causes. She loves her mom, her 
pet turtle Ticia, appreciates her 
church and prays for God's 
blessings. 


TERESA BASHAM #570 is the 
mother of five beautiful children 
and grandmother to 10! Teresa 
started selling Groundcover in 
May of last year and started pub- 
lishing her poetry in the paper in 
the fall. Check out some of her 
work in the upcoming poetry issue 
or read past poems in the archives 
on the Groundcover website. 


FELICIA WILBERT #234 is a 
cheerful, God-loving entrepre- 
neur. She is a mother and grand- 
mother who has overcome many 
obstacles only because of the 
grace of God. 


She has been working off and on 
with Groundcover since 2015, both 
selling and writing. She appreci- 
ates Groundcover and Ground- 
cover readers. Without them she 
would have to create another way 
to survive. 


Felicia is the mastermind behind 
Truth or Lies Mystery Lane and 
has two murder-love-story-mys- 
tery books available for purchase 
on Amazon. 


LA SHAWN COURTWRIGHT #56 
is a Groundcover vendor and writer. 
Although many readers know her 
for her fierce poetry, La Shawn has 
recently written freelance report- 
ing assignments for Groundcover 
News. La Shawn has a book of 
poetry published entitled "The 
Fold: a Collection of Poetry." She 
says, "this collection of poetry 
speaks to a very common theme of 
real human experiences, and they 
are just a small part of mine ... For 
anyone who has had to experience 
incarceration for any amount of 
time can understand where I'm 
coming from in two of these 
poems." 


DENISE SHEARER #483 likes to 
comfort people, make people smile 
and laugh. Denise has been selling 
Groundcover since 2018. She cur- 
rently both writes and illustrates 
cartoons for Groundcover. 


SHELLEY DENEVE #22 Shelley 
began selling Groundcover in the 
depths of the recession in 2010 to 
avoid eviction. She has worked 
steadily at Subway for years but 
continues to be a contributing 
member of the Groundcover com- 
munity, writing and supplement- 
ing her income as needed. 


TABITHA LUDWIG #360 has been 
selling Groundcover since 2016. 
She is currently expecting her fifth 
child, a baby girl whose due date 
is in July of this year. In her free 
time she enjoys watching movies 
and reading. 
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Gebrannte Mandeln 


MAYA STROHBAND 
Groundcover contributor 


This tasty treat is frequently found 
at German Christmas markets. The 
smell alone makes any kitchen feel 
like a winter wonderland! These can- 
died almonds take approximately 25 
minutes to prepare and only use six 
simple ingredients. 


Ingredients: 

1 cup (~8 oz) of almonds 

1 cup of cane sugar 

1/3 cup of water 

1 teaspoon of vanilla extract or 
vanilla bean paste 

¥% teaspoon of ground cinnamon 
Pinch of salt 


Directions: 

Add the water, sugar, salt, vanilla 
extract or bean paste, and cinnamon 
into a non-stick pan. 

Bring to a boil until the sugar is fully 
dissolved. Stir occasionally to prevent 
burning. 

Add the almonds and reduce heat to 
medium-high when sugar is fully 
dissolved. 


Be sure to stir the almonds fre- 


quently for the next 20 minutes. 

The sugar will crystallize after 
approximately 20 minutes and return 
toa dry state. Don’t worry! This is sup- 
posed to happen. Reduce heat to 
medium and continue stirring. The 
sugar will dissolve again and thickly 
coat the almonds. 

Once the crystallized sugar has fully 
dissolved and coated the almonds, 
spread the mixture on a baking sheet 
lined with parchment paper and let 
cool. They will be very hot! 

Let cool down completely and enjoy! 


PUZZLE SOLUTIONS 
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EOPLE’S FOOD CO-OP 
NATURAL FOODS MARKET & DELI 


216 N. FOURTH AVENUE ANN ARBOR, MI 
PHONE (734) 994 - 9174 » PEOPLESFOOD.COOP 


PFC ene proudly p 


“INTERNATIONAL COMFORT CUISINE! 


Des 2 Mon. - Fri. from 1-2 + Weekly menu at peoplesfood. coop 
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ANY PURCHASE OF 
$15 OR MORE 


One coupon per transaction. Must present coupon at the time of 
purchase. Coupon good for in-store only. No other discounts or coop 
cards apply. Not valid for gift cards, case purchases, beer or wine. 
| Ir | | OFFER 
| EXPIRES 
Ol if : : 4/30/2023 
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JOURNEY OF 
FAITH 


Home to New Beginnings Homeless Ministry 


We are open and affirming of LGBTQ+ individuals 
We believe housing is a human right 
We support bodily autonomy & equal rights for all 


Service is held in person/online Sundays, 10:30 AM 
1900 ManchesterRd. www.journeyoffaitha2.org 


Christ in All, Communion for All, Connecting with All 


FIRST BAPTIST 


‘CHURCH OF ANN ARBOR 


We seek to... 
follow Jesus 
respect all people 
honor questions 
be real 
nurture community 


sunday @10a SIV E. Washington Street fbcaz.org 


| BECOME A GROUNDCOVER NEWS VENDOR | : 


¢ Make money on your first day 
¢ Choose your own schedule_, 
_— * Work for yourself arg ll 
¢ Join a supportive community E- i 
Get started this week for FREE — I 
me 
| 
l 


NEW VEN DOR | BLAKE TRANSIT | 
Willam St. 


ORIENTATIONS ARE EVERY 
TUESDAY AND THURSDAY, 
10 AM 
@ THE GCN OFFICE. 

Trainings take 90 minutes. 

New vendors will get a temporary badge and 
10 free papers to start. 
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The Groundcover office is located in the base- 
ment of Bethlehem United Church of Christ 
(423 S 4th Ave, downtown Ann Arbor) i 


